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ABSTRACT

Inter-rater Reliability of Scale for the

Assessment of Negative Symptoms Ap-
plied to Patients with Chronic Schizo-
phrenia

Toshinori Kitamura, M., D.,
M.R.C. Psych., Ph.D.

Section of Mental Health for the Elderly,
National Institute of Mental Health

Satoru Shima, M.D,

Department of Neuropsychiatry,
School of Medicine, Keio University

Andreasen’s Scale for the Assessment of
Negative Symptoms (SANS) was applied to
72 in-patients with DSM-III chronic schizo-
phrenia by pairs of psychiatrists.

Inter-rater reliability of each item of SANS
expressed as Cohen's weighted kappa was found
satisfactory. Among five negative symptoms
(affective flattening or blunting, alogia, avolition-
apathy, anhedonia-asociality, and attention) only
inter-rater

alogia manifested relatively poor

agreement. Reliability was excellent for most
of the items for which ad hoc definitions had

been given prior to the interviews.
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