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Abstract 
Although it has been intensively debated whether withdrawal and withholding 
of life-saving treatment and euthanasia in cases of terminal care should be 
permitted  conclusion has not been reached among ethicists, lawyers, and 
medical practitioners. Rates of endorsements of these medical procedures vary 
across different countries and different professions. Attendants of lectures and 
conferences were solicited to participate in this questionnaire survey. They 
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were provided with 12 scenarios of a terminally ill person with three medical 
procedures (withholding, withdrawal, and euthanasia) and two types 
(agree/disagree) of endorsement of the patient and the family member and were 
asked to rate agreement of the commencement of the procedure. Different 
models of decision making were compared in terms of confirmatory factor 
analysis. The best fit index was obtained in the model in that both patient’s and 
family member’s desires as well as natural death (i.e., withholding and 
withdrawal) and euthanasia contributed to the decision making. Decision about 
these procedures were predicted by the participants’ gender, occupation 
(medical profession vs. others), personality, utilitarian attitudes, and past 
experience of exposure to death of a close person.  
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Social Desirability Scale (SDS: Crowne, & Marlow, 
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2  (chi-squared)/  (degree of 

freedom, df) comparative fit index (CFI)  root mean square error of 
approximation (RMSEA) Chi-squared/df < 3 CFI > .95 RMSEA 
< 0.08 acceptable fit chi-squared/df < 2 CFI > .97 RMSEA < 0.05 good 
fit  (Schermelleh-Engel, Moosbrugger & Müller, 2003)
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